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to combat the attacks that threatened their interests.
She was led to play a dangerous part, to take up
the support of a detested faction; and at once
there was friction; her awkward handling of
affairs irritated Louis XV; and thus arose a whole
host of discord which was to compromise the
happiness of their marriage.

Villars foresaw the troubles likely to assail the
future queen in a period of discontent and un-
certainty. Fortunately Marie never thought of
them; she was full of joy from the moment she
heard the astonishing news of her marriage.
Pierre de Nolhac wrote a propos of this: "The
king entered the room where the two women were,
his face radiant with unusual joy, a letter in his
hand: "Ah, daughter/' he cried, "let us fall on our
knees and thank God!" "What, father, are you
to be recalled to the throne?" "Heaven has been
still kinder to us; you are queen of France!"
Father mother and daughter embraced one another
with tears, and knelt to welcome "with grateful
prayers the news which put an end to the wretched
uncertainty of their fortunes." In residence at
Strasbourg where they -were welcomed by the
lavish hospitality of the Countess d'Andlau, Sta-
nislas and his family knew a period of undiluted
prosperity. The Due d'Antin, the Duke of Orleans,
the ambassadors of France, the princes of Alsace
and the Rhine, came eager to lay their homage at
their feet. Mile de Clermont having left Paris on
Z5th July with Mmes de Boufflers and de Mailly,
the seven maids of honour of the queen, a large